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The Arbour parklands
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Enhancements to The Enclave

Waitlist & Did you know?

The Arbour Berry continues to beautify the outer grounds surrounding 
the village. In 2017, three water features were built. In the north-east 
parklands, a large dam was constructed with a bird sanctuary island. 
This island is already home to a number of duck species. To compliment 
the area, introduced Camphor Laurel trees were selectively removed, 
which has allowed a historic stand of paper-barks to thrive on the edge 
of the dam. Further South, an open swale was piped to provide both 
landscaping vehicles and pedestrians connection to the broad parkland 
spaces still being evolved in the South-East corner of The Arbour, which 
has views to Mount Coolangatta.  In this section, a drainage swale has 
been expertly cut towards a small dam which traps silt and allows clear 
water to flow into another water-feature, already teaming with birdlife. 
Over time, an Arboretum of mainly native plants and some feature 
exotics, will link Mark Radium Park at the village’s entry, to expansive 
lawns and copses within The Arbour grounds.  

THE ARBOUR BERRY CONTINUES TO BEAUTIFY
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From time to time we will have homes becoming available through resales at The Arbour. To allow 
those interested to be kept readily informed we have created a waiting list which any eligible applicant 
can join on payment of a $200 fully refundable fee.  Subject to the Agreement of the outgoing resident, 
the intention is that all homes available for resale are offered to the waiting list for an exclusive 
period during which purchase terms can be agreed. Since we have commenced a number of homes 
have been purchased by members of our waiting list and over time opportunities will grow. We will 
also continue to offer those on our waiting list priority invites to functions and events. Waiting list 
forms are available on request.

DID YOU KNOW?

THE ARBOUR WAITLIST

 � The Arbour Berry has 182 residents within 113 homes.

 � We first consulted with Berry community about our preliminary plans for The Arbour in a 
public forum held in 2002 - good things take time! This was a great experience for us and 
the feedback from the local community allowed us to enhance and refine our vision.

 � Our first resident moved in July 2008, very bravely given it was in the midst of a 
construction site!

 � The main street leading into The Arbour was named Pepper Farm Drive in recognition of 
the Pepper Family who originally owned the site. We appreciate the work of The Berry & 
District Historical Society who researched the history of the site for us.

SEASONS GREETINGS
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OUR STORY - JAMES & CAROLYN ROBINSON ENHANCEMENTS TO THE ENCLAVE
James Robinson (better known as “Robbo”) 
is well known to The Arbour residents and 
visitors as one of the village owners and had 
the key role in managing the construction of 
The Arbour from the very beginning in 2006. 

The original plan when James and his wife 
Isobel moved to Berry was a 12 to 18 month 
relocation to “get things moving” but this 
greatly underestimated 
the amount of work 
required (all the 
owners were young, 
enthusiastic but naïve!) 
and also how much they 
would come to love the 
Berry community and 
lifestyle. Four children 
later (the country 
air?) they are very 
happily settled in Berry.

When the village 
owners James, Adam 
and John first conceived 
The Arbour, the core principle after touring 
many existing villages was to design a place 
that they would want to live in which brought 
all the positives of a social community and low 
maintenance living without sacrificing privacy 
and luxury. The Arbour was the first village 
the owners developed and whilst at times this 

inexperience caused challenges, it also meant 
that the vision for The Arbour evolved without 
being bound by convention and tradition.

James’ parents Ken and Carolyn lived in Sydney 
with an active retirement lifestyle centred around 
a passion for golf as members of The Australian 
Golf Club. When Carolyn became a widow in 
2016 it wasn’t a surprise that she decided that The 

Arbour lifestyle appealed 
and after some patience 
was able to secure a 
home and become a 
resident in April 2017.

Having now lived in The 
Arbour over 6 months 
Carolyn enjoys the low 
maintenance lifestyle 
and the diverse range of 
activities and social life 
available in The Arbour 
and broader Berry 
community. In respect 
of her home she relishes 

the natural light and open plan as well as the 
naturally comfortable temperature maintained 
all year round. When she wants to socialise there 
are plenty of opportunities but her home also 
provides private spaces when she wants to enjoy 
some solitude that we all need from time to time.

Some months ago, having completed construction 
and reaching full occupancy of all homes at  
The Arbour, the owners were provided the 
perfect opportunity to sit back and ‘take 
stock’ of the village and how much had been 
achieved.  While not obliged to do so, it was 
agreed that in the interests of commitment to 
continued improvement and contentedness of 
residents, a review of the resident facilities at 
the Enclave would take place. Soon enough, 
having taken on management, staff and 
resident feedback, reconfiguration plans were 
being drafted and Strongbuild were once 
again engaged to manage the construction. 

Building has already commenced on site in what 
was the original sales office building, where an 
additional top floor will be provided dedicated 
to staff.  It is likely this will be at lock up stage by 

Christmas time and 
all things being well, 
finished by February 
2018.  Staff will 
then relocate, with 
the existing office 
floor space and 
reception area ready 
to then convert into 
additional floorspace for residents including 
function/lounge area, bar and kitchen space.  

The enhancements are a direct response to 
finding better ways for residents and staff to use 
what is already a magnificent building.  Serving 
as the heart of the Village, the Enclave has 
and will continue to be the central social hub 
at The Arbour.   We look forward to unveiling 
the new space over the coming months.

During this festive season, may you enjoy the message of hope, love, and peace on Earth.   
Our office will be closed for the Christmas break from lunch time  
22nd December and will re-open on Tuesday 2nd January 2018.Seasons Greetings
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